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tion to the furtherance of the culture and welfare of the human
race, whereas Fascism utilises the achievements of modern science
and technology for destruction and extermination.
By their work in aero-dynamics, scientists have developed the
mastery of the aeroplane which has given humanity the most
powerful means of communication across oceans, deserts, and
vast areas of land. . . .
What was for long a benefit to mankind has been turned into
a deadly weapon. We scientists have the duty of avenging this
abuse of our achievements. . . . We are convinced that this grim
and difficult struggle of all the freedom-loving and progressive
people of the world will achieve the destruction of Fascism. We
must give all our knowledge and all our strength for victory hi
this most terrible war in history.
Appeal of Soviet Scientists to the Scientists of
the World, October 12, 1941.
To-day we mark the eighteenth anniversary of the death of
Lenin, the creator of our Party and of the Soviet State. On this
anniversary the Party and all our people take stock of their work.
Seven months ago the German imperialists attacked our
country. They sent against us a colossal war machine. They
wanted to destroy our people and our State and convert the
workers and peasants of all the nations of the U.S.S.R. into the
fettered slaves of German capitalists and landowners.
We have been subjected to the gravest trials, and it must be
said that our people have come through these trials with honour.
The Soviet rear was found to be worthy of its army. Our people
did not waver or fall into panic.
The Soviet system founded by Lenin and Stalin turned out
to be the most stable in the world, and in the course of war has
become still stronger. It has been steeled hi battle. This is the
strongest proof that our Party under the leadership of Stalin has
unswervingly and consistently put into operation the behests of
great Lenin. . . .
Our motherland is a land of workers, peasants and working
intellectuals, a country without capitalists and landlords.
When they started their attack, the Nazis supposed that they
had merely to invade our country and then strife would break
out between the .Soviet workers, peasants, and intellectuals.